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Colossians 1:1-14

I.
Begin your study time with prayer asking God to reveal truth to you through His Word by His Holy Spirit.

Read the entire book of Colossians (not the notes or footnotes—just the text beginning with Chapter 1).  This is located on pages 1530-1535 of your Life Recovery Bible.

II.
 Now, go back and read the outline, introduction, and bottom line on pages 1529-1530.

Pray for God to reveal truth to you about Jesus and His power in your life.

Re-read chapters 1 and 2 on pages 1530-1533 and underline or highlight any reference to Jesus.  Include such words as Christ, Lord, he, him, Son that are talking about Jesus. Also watch for the word power.

III.
Again, pray and ask God to reveal truth to you as you go back over part of chapter 1 slowly, and use your Bible and the verses shown to fill in the blanks below to see what you learned that you have in Jesus.  

1:3
We ___________ pray for _______, and we give ______________ to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

1:4 
for we have heard that you _____________ in Christ Jesus and that you _____________ all of God’s people.

1:5
You do this because you are                                                                           to the _____________ of                   _ you have been ever since you_____________ _____________ the _____________ of the Good News.

1:6
This same ______                _______              that came to you is going out               __        ______                           .  It is _____________ _____________ everywhere, just as it                                            that very first day you heard and _________________ the truth about God’s great _____________to sinners.

1:7
_____________, our much loved co-worker, was the one who brought you the Good News. He is Christ’s _____________ _____________, and he is helping us in your place.

1:8
He is the one who told us about the _____________ _____________ for _____________ that the _____________ _____________ has _____________ you.

Stop here and pray for someone you know who trusts Jesus and loves His people. Why do we trust Jesus? Look at verse 5 again. Think for a minute about the joys of heaven … no pain, no suffering, no temptation, no tears, always in the presence of Jesus who loves you completely!!! He’s preparing a wonderful place especially for you!  What is the Good News verse 6 talks about? It is the news that Jesus loves us, died to make us right with God no matter what we’ve done, and rose from the dead to give us new life! Notice that it says His love began changing you the very first day you heard. New life is not just for heaven. It started the second you believed. Take a few minutes to pray and thank God for the new life He’s given you through Jesus. Epaphras (strange name isn’t it?) is the one who told the people in the town of Colosse about Jesus. Thank God for the person who told you the Good News. Is there anyone you’d like to give some Good News to?

1:9
So we have continued praying for you ever since we first heard about you. We ask God to give you a _____________ ____________________ of what he wants to do in _______   ___   ___ ____      _________, and we ask him to ______     _______ you ______     _______ with ____________________ ________________.

1:10
Then the _____________ ______    _______ ______   _______ will always ______          _______ and ____    __   _______ the Lord, and you will ___________________ do _______   ______, _____________ things for others. All the while, you will learn to know God _____________ and _____________.

1:11
We also pray that you will be ________________ with his _________________ _____________ so that you will have all the ________________ and ________________ you need. May you be filled with _____________,

1:12
always ________________ the Father, who has _____________ you to share the ____________________ that belongs to God’s holy people, who live in the _____________.

1:13
For he has _____________ us from the one who _____________ in the kingdom of ________________, and he has brought us into the _____________ of his dear _____________.

1:14
God has _____________ our _____________ with his _____________ and has forgiven _____________ our sins.
Read the footnote for verses 11-14 on page 1530.

What a great prayer verses 9-14 are! Prayerfully reflect back on what you’ve learned from these verses.  Write a letter to God asking Him to give you the things mentioned in these verses: 

· complete understanding of what he wants for you, 

· spiritual wisdom so you can live to please him as you know him better, 

· strength from his glorious power so that you can be patient and endure, 

· joy because he has rescued you from darkness so you can share his inheritance of light, 

· thankfulness because he has purchased your freedom with his blood and forgiven all your sins.

Oh, how He loves you!!!
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