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 PHILIPPIANS – PART 8







     CHAPTER 4:1 - 4






     “Because You Belong to the Lord”
On page 1437 of your Life Recovery Bible, you will find the beginning of chapter 4 of Philippians. In this chapter the apostle Paul, writing from prison, gives some last instructions to the people who are Christians in the city of Philippi. We find out that these people, the Philippians, have some of the same struggles that we do. 

1. Pray and ask God’s Holy Spirit to help you understand the scriptures. Read verse 1 and then fill in the blanks to complete these loving words to his friends:  “Dear brothers and sisters, I ___________   _______ and ____________ to see you, for you are my ____________ and reward for my work. So please stay ______________ to the Lord, my dear friends.”
2. Paul loves these friends and LONGS to see them? What does it mean to LONG for something? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. If you are separated from someone you love, you know what that longing can feel like. Have you ever thought of being such good friends with Jesus that you would also long to spend time with Him each day? ______________________________________________________________________
4. On page 1280 of your Life Recovery Bible, find John 15:12-14. Fill in the missing words of Jesus: “I command you to ___________  ___________  __________ in the same way that I _______ you. And here is how to _____________ it – the ____________ love is shown when people lay down their lives for their _____________. You are ________  __________ if you _________ me.”
5. First Jesus gives a command, then He says if you obey Him you are His friend. What is the command? __________________________________________________________
6. Now read the notes on the bottom of page 1280 for verse 15:15 to see what else you can learn about being a friend of God. 
7. Turn back to page 1437 and find what Paul asks dear friends to do in verse 1. ______________________________________________________________________
8. If you “stay true” to someone what does that mean? ______________________________________________________________________
_________________ Some versions of the Bible say “stand firm in the Lord” in this verse. Whether you stand firm or stay true, it means that you are loyal in your friendship and love. You shouldn’t betray a friend; you shouldn’t say “I love you” to someone but then go out and do wrong things that hurt that person. Since Jesus is your Best Friend, every day you can ask God to give you the strength to do the things that please Him. If you seek to obey Him, you are staying true to the Lord. 

9. Read verses 2 and 3. Here Paul is writing a very personal note to a few people. Complete the verses: “And now I want to plead with those two women, Eudodia and Syntyche. Please, because you ___________ to the _________, settle your ______________________. And I ask you, my true teammate, to help these women, for they ___________ hard with me in ____________ others the Good News. And they worked with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose ____________ are written in the ___________  ____  ___________.” 
10. We don’t know what the disagreement was about, but we know that these two women, even though they had worked hard to help Paul tell others about Jesus, were having a disagreement. Why does Paul say that they should settle this and get along with each other? ________________________________________________________________
11. If there is someone whom you need to forgive, or perhaps you need to ask them to forgive you, do it today. Right now, ask God to help you do this because you belong to the Lord. If God gives you an idea for how to settle a disagreement or how to show someone that you love them, write it here: ______________________________________________________________________  

12. Paul says that the names of his friends who worked with him to tell others the Good News about Jesus are written somewhere. Where are the names written? ______________________________________________________________________
13. There are other verses in the Bible that talk about the Book of Life. Some of the most beautiful words written about heaven also mention this book. Turn to page 1581 in your Bible and read Revelation 21, verses 21 through 27. These words describe the “city” that is heaven: “No ___________ could be seen in the city, for the ___________  ________  ______________ and the Lamb are its temple. And the city has no need of _______ or_________, for the glory of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its ___________. The nations of the earth will walk in its ___________, and the rulers of the world will come and bring their glory to it. Its ___________ never close at the end of day because there is ____  _________. And all the nations will bring their glory and honor into the city. Nothing ______ will be allowed to ________ – no one who practices shameful idolatry and dishonesty – but only those whose _____________ are written in the Lamb’s ___________ ____  ___________.”
14. The Lamb is Jesus. He is called the Lamb in many verses in the Bible. In the Old Testament times, there were special days when the people brought a lamb to the temple and gave it to the priest. The priest would sacrifice the lamb on the altar and ask God to forgive the sins of the people. When Jesus came, the Bible says he was the Lamb that died for our sins. Find John 1:29 on page 1256 and complete these words about Jesus: “Look! There is the ___________ of __________ who takes ______________ the _________ of the ____________!”
15. Now turn to page 1524 and read 1 Peter 1:19: “He paid for you with precious  _____________ of Christ, the _________, spotless _________ of __________.”
16. Do you believe that you have sinned and deserve to be punished? Do you believe that Jesus took that punishment for you, even though He was innocent, like a lamb? If you believe these things, you should give your whole life to God, past, present, and future! You can have confidence that -- because you belong to the Lord -- He washes you clean, puts your name in the Book of Life, calls you His friend, and welcomes you into heaven! This is the Good News that you read about in Philippians 4:3! End your study today by filling in these words from Philippians 4:4:  “Always be full of ________ in the _________. I say it again -- ______________!”
