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Pride
What is pride? The dictionary definition is: 1. An undue sense of one’s own superiority; inordinate self-esteem; arrogance; conceit. 2. A proper sense of personal dignity and worth; honorable self-respect. The first kind of pride manifests itself in disdain or haughtiness toward others.

According to these definitions we see that pride can be bad or it can be good. The scriptures also give both sides of pride.

GOD’S JUDGMENTS ON  PRIDE

Read Proverbs 6:16-19 (page 766 in your Life Recovery Bible). What is the first thing mentioned that God hates?

Read Proverbs 8:13 (page 767).

All who fear the Lord will hate evil. That is why I hate ___________________________, ___________________, __________________, and ___________________________.

Read Proverbs 11:2 (page 769).

___________________________ leads to disgrace, but with _____________________ comes wisdom.

Read also: Proverbs 13:10, 16:18, 29:23.

Read Proverbs 25:6-7 (page 782). Jesus gives this same advice in Luke 14:7-11 (page 1230). Record what He says in verse 11:

The proud will ________________, but the _________________will be ____________.

Read Romans 12:3 (page 1360). Notice that this is a warning. Other versions of the Bible say, “Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought.” What is the measure of our worth? Not how much property, beauty, intelligence, God has given us, but how much ________________.

BOASTING IS A SYMPTOM OF BAD PRIDE

Read Jeremiah 9:23, 24 (page 890)

Three things NOT to boast about: __________________________________________.

Things to properly boast about: ____________________________________________.

Read I Kings 20:11 (page 442). Israel’s king was answering the threat of the enemy king who boasted that Samaria would be totally destroyed. The king’s answer was, “Boast after the battle, not before it.” If we finish this life and hear Jesus say, “Well done,” that is soon enough for boasting.

PROPER PRIDE

God’s warning against pride does not mean that we should consider ourselves worthless. The second dictionary definition describes a proper sense of worth. Our best example is, of course, Jesus Christ.

Read Philippians 2:5-11 (page 1434).

Although he was ______________, he took the position of a _______________. He did not consider himself worthless. Rather, he cared so much for others that he did not demand the position he deserved. Because of this, we should think of others as ___________ ___________ (verse 3) and don’t think about ___________, but be interested _______ ____________.

THINGS WE CAN PROPERLY BOAST ABOUT

Read 1 Corinthians 1:30, 31 (page 1369). What is the only thing we can boast about? (Notice that it is not what we have done). 

Read Galatians 6:14 (page 1418). The only one reason to boast is that Jesus loved us enough to go to the cross for us.

Read Ephesians 2:9 (page 1423). We can be proud because we are God’s children and because he has planned good things for us to do. He has confidence that we, as his creation, are capable of good works with his help. We are not saved because we did good things, but we do good things because we are saved and want to follow God’s plans.

Jesus used three different occasions to remind us that our attitude should not be one of pride in ourselves. If we try to build ourselves up, we will be put down. If we humble ourselves (not underestimate our value, but remember why we are valuable), God will exalt us.

Read Matthew 23:12 (page 1150), Luke 14:11 (page1230), and Luke 18:14 (page 1236). 

“The proud will be humbled, but the humble will be honored.”

