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The Prayer of Jabez

1 Chronicles 4:9-10

I. Pray and ask God to reveal truth to you through His Word.

II. Read 1 Chronicles 4:9-10 (p. 493 of your Life Recovery Bible).

III. Now read the footnote at the bottom of the page on verses 4:9-10.

IV. In the New King James version, verse 10 reads:

And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, "Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!" So God granted him what he requested.

V.
Now let’s look at each part of the prayer and see what it means.

A. Oh, that You would bless me indeed.  The word “blessing” means favor of God; the state of being marked by the fullness of God.

Proverbs 10:22 in The Living Bible says: “The Lord’s blessing is our greatest wealth; all our work adds nothing to it.”

Notice that he doesn’t tell God what to bless Him with.  He leaves that up to God.

Bruce Wilkinson says, “Instead of standing near the river’s edge, asking for a cup of water to get you through each day—jump into the river!”

A by-product of seriously seeking God’s blessing for our lives is that we will become marked with miracles.

B. And enlarge my territory.   Here you are asking God to allow you 

to do more for Him and His kingdom.  

As your territory (opportunities to serve Him) expand, your ability and resources supernaturally increase, too.  All He gives us to do, He will empower us to do by His Spirit.

The following formula is in Bruce Wilkinson’s book, The Prayer of Jabez:

My willingness + weakness + God’s will + supernatural power = my expanding territory.

Wilkinson also says, “God always intervenes when you put His agenda before yours and go for it!”

C. That Your hand would be with me.  The “hand of the Lord” is the biblical term for God’s power and presence in the lives of His people.  You are asking God to completely fill you with His Holy Spirit and that everything you do be inside His perfect will.

Wilkinson says this means to release God’s power to accomplish His will and bring Him glory through all the seeming impossibilities He gives us as He expands our territories.

According to Wilkinson, “You become dependent on the strong hand of God.  Your surrendered need turns into His unlimited opportunity.  And He becomes great through you.”

D. That you would keep me from evil.  This is asking God to protect 

you from any unnecessary evil.  This is focusing less on beating 

temptation and more on avoiding it.

E. That I might not cause pain.  As your Bible footnote says, we strive to be a blessing to others by the power of the Holy Spirit rather than cause anyone pain.

Jabez Challenge:  Pray this prayer every day for 30 days and keep a record of what God does.  Be watchful and open to the miracles He will bless you with and be willing to be used by Him for His glory right where you are!

Then, you might just consider praying it every day for the rest of your life!  Feel free to pray it for others as well!

Oh, how He loves you!!!!!

