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Colossians 4:2 – 4:6

Instructions for Christian Households

I. Pray and ask God to reveal truth to you through His Word by His Spirit.

II. Read Colossians 3:18 – 4:6 in page 1534-1535 of your Life Recovery Bible.

III. Paul gives us instructions for the smooth operation of our households. However, almost none of us grew up in families following these teachings so they sound strange to us. Remember that this is God’s perfect plan for families. Only by His strength working in us can we even come close to living this way. You can be the one to start a new way for your family. Fill in the blanks below as you SLOWLY re-read the verses and allow God to reveal His precious truth to you.

3:18
You ​​​​​​​​​____________ must _____________ to your _______________, as is fitting for those who __________________ to the ___________.

God’s plan is for the husband to have the last word in family decisions (unless your husband is telling you to sin). If you are married, pray and ask God how he wants this command to be applied in your life. He will guide you if you honestly seek Him.

3:19
And you _______________ must ____________ your wives and ____________ _________________ them __________________.

Stop and read Ephesians 5:23—33 on page 1516 in your Life Recovery Bible for more information on God’s plan for husbands and wives and why this is important to God. The most perfect earthly marriage is still just a dim copy of the relationship between Jesus and the body of believers. Let this sink in: Jesus loves you more than the most perfect earthly husband you could imagine!

3:20
You __________________ must ___________ obey your _________________, for this is what ________________ the ____________.

3:21
_________________, don’t  _________________ your children. If you do, they will become _______________________ and ___________ _______________.

Take a few minutes to pray about any feelings that are brought to the surface by reading about parent/child relationships. Ask God to redeem (buy back for you) anything in your past that causes you pain. Thank Him for any good good feelings. Remember that God is not like your earthly parents, no matter what they were like. He is thousands of times better than the very best earthly parent you can imagine.

3:22
You _____________ must obey your _____________ ______________ in ______________________ you do. Try to ______________ them ________ the time, not ___________ then they are ___________________ you. Obey them _____________________ because of your ___________________ __________ of the Lord.

3:23
Work ___________ and ____________________ at whatever you do, as though you were working for the ______________ rather than for ________________.

3:24
Remember that the Lord will give you an ________________________ as your _______________, and the ______________ you are __________________ is _____________.

3:25
But if you do what is ________________, you will be ___________ __________ for the _______________ you have done. For God has _____ ______________ who can ________ _____________ with evil.

4:1
You ___________ ______________ must be __________ and ____________ to your slaves. Remember that you also have a ______________(in  __________.

These passages do not mean that slavery is Okay with God. The slaves of Paul’s time had often sold themselves into slavery for a short period of time in order to pay their debts. In our time, these verses apply to any kind of employer/employee relationship. You might read these verses again and insert workers for slaves and bosses for slave owners. It pleases God for you to obey an authority figure out of reverence for God. It pleases God for you to treat people below you justly and fairly. Pray and ask God to help you please Him in your relationships. In Luke 18:27 (page 1322 of your Life Recovery Bible) Jesus says, “What is impossible from a human perspective is possible with God.”

4:2
Devote yourselves to ______________ with an ____________ ____________ and a _________________ ____________.

4:3
Don’t forget to pray for us (preachers, teachers, counselors, missionaries), too, that God will give us __________ ____________________ to preach about his _________________ __________(that Christ is also for ______ Gentiles. That is why I am ____________ in _____________.

4:4
Pray that ___ will _______________ this message as ___________ as I should.

4:5
Live ________________ among those who are not __________________, and make the _________ of every ___________________.

4:6
Let your ____________________ be _________________ and _____________ so that you will have the ______________ _______________ for everyone.

Paul was in jail for telling people the good news of Jesus. That good news is that Jesus died so that He could live in you and you could live in him. Pray for an alert mind, a thankful heart, and opportunities to talk about what you are learning about Jesus. He can miraculously change your heart.  

Oh, how He loves you!!!!!!!
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