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Ephesians 5:15-20

Living by the Spirit’s Power

I. Pray and ask God to reveal truth to you through His Word by His Spirit.

II. Read Ephesians 5:15-20 on pages 1515-1516 of your Life Recovery Bible.

III. Now re-read this passage slowly and fill in the blanks from the following verses, listening for what God wants to teach you personally.

5:15
So be ___________________ how you live, not as _______________ but as those who are _________________.

You might want to read a Proverb every day to pick up more wisdom from God.  

The book of Proverbs begins on page 786.  If you read Proverbs 1 on the first day of the 

month; Proverbs 2 on the 2nd day and so on, then you basically read the whole 

book every month.

5:16
Make the most of every _________________________ for doing _____________________ in these evil days.

Pray and ask God to reveal opportunities for you to do good today.

5:17
Don’t act _______________________, but try to ____________________ what the Lord wants you to do.

The best way to avoid acting thoughtlessly is to fill your thoughts with God’s 

wisdom from His word and allow the mind of Christ in you.

5:18
Don’t be _________________ with wine, because that will ____________ your life.  Instead, let the __________________  ___________________ ________________ and ____________________ you.

Pray and ask God to completely fill you with His Spirit and totally give Him your 

life for His glory.  Pray that He will work in you so that He can work through you. 

Be open to whatever He wants to change in you.

5:19
Then you will sing _____________________ and ___________________ and spiritual___________________ among yourselves, making music to the Lord in your ____________________.

Why not sing a song in your heart right now to God and praise Him for who He is?

5:20
And you will always give ________________________ for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

A life overflowing with thankfulness is especially pleasing to God.  To see other 

places where this idea is presented look up these verses and see what you learn.

 1 Thessalonians 5:16 (page 1542):

Colossians 3:15-16 (page 1534):

Psalm 100:4-5 (page 748)

Psalm 136:1 (page 773)

Psalm 92:1-4 (page 744-745)

There are many, many other references to being thankful!  Watch for them as 

you’re reading your Bible.

IV.
Sometimes it’s enlightening to read in a different Bible version.  Here’s this same passage in the book of Ephesians from The Message version.  Prayerfully read it and see if God shows you anything new.

“So watch your step.  Use your head.  Make the most of every chance you get. These are desperate times!  Don’t live carelessly, unthinkingly.  Make sure you understand what the Master wants.  Don’t drink too much wine.   That cheapens your life.  Drink the Spirit of God, huge draughts of him.  Sing hymns instead of drinking songs!  Sing songs from your heart to Christ.  Sing praises over everything, any excuse for a song to God the Father in the name of our Master, Jesus Christ.”

V. Pray back to God what you’ve learned:

Precious Father, Please empower me by your Spirit to watch how I walk.  Help me to use my head to understand what You want and to make the most of every opportunity you give me.  Teach me how to think and live so that Christ is evident in my life. Keep me away from wine and any other evil.  I pray that my life will overflow with thankfulness and I will continually have a song of praise in my heart for you!  Thank you, thank you, thank you!  In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

Oh, how He loves you!!!
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