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 PHILIPPIANS – PART 12
Memorizing Scripture from Philippians 
“Fix Your Thoughts on what is True…”
There are many beautiful and powerful verses in the book of Philippians. In chapter 4, verse 8, the writer tells us: “Fix your thoughts on what is true and honorable and right. Think about things that are pure and lovely and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.” When you memorize the Word of God, you are thinking about what is true. You are putting up new mental wallpaper on the walls of your mind! If you replace ugly thoughts and false ideas with the Word of God, it will change your life. 

Below is a plan for memorizing scripture from each chapter of Philippians. 

1. Philippians 1: 6

2. Philippians 1:11

3. Philippians 1:20

4. Philippians 2:1-2

5. Philippians 2: 3-4

6. Philippians 2: 5-8

7. Philippians 2: 9-11

8. Philippians 2: 14-15 

9. Philippians 3: 8-9

          10. Philippians 3: 14

          11. Philippians 4: 4

          12. Philippians 4: 6-7

          13. Philippians 4:8 

          14. Philippians 4:13

          15. Philippians 4:19

If you are excited about memorizing God’s Word, choose one scripture for each week to learn, and you will know all of them in about 4 months. If you choose one scripture every two weeks, you will know all of them in about 8 months. But even if you choose to learn just one or two of these scripture selections, you will be putting God’s Word into your mind and heart! The important thing is to GET STARTED. You may start with the first one on the list, or read through all of them and pick the one that speaks to your heart in a personal way. Some of them are short and simple. Some of them are longer passages because all of the verses belong together. Enjoy the Bible and start putting up God’s beautiful wallpaper in your mind!

Ideas for Memorizing Scripture

Bible teachers often hear their students say, “I CAN’T MEMORIZE!” But the Bible would not tell us to fill our minds with the Word of God if it is impossible to do so. The Lord made your mind and your memory. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you. That is the FIRST thing to do when you want to memorize a verse. Next try these ideas:

1. Read it over and over again. Whenever you can, read it out loud. Don’t forget to also read and learn the reference. (The reference is where the scripture is found – Philippians 1:6.)

2. Don’t try to remember the whole verse at once; learn a few words at a time until you can say it without looking. 

3. Read the verse and then say it to yourself every morning and every night. 

4. Write the verse out, a few words at a time, until you can write the whole verse from memory.

5. Write or type the verse on a card – or several cards – and keep them where you will be able to see them often: in your Bible, next to the bathroom sink, in your pocket, on your bedroom wall, where you work, etc. 

6. If you have an exercise bike, bring the scripture card and practice saying it while exercising. 

7. If you have a tape recorder, make a tape of yourself reading the verses aloud. Listen to the tape while resting, working, etc. 

8. Practice saying the verse to a friend.

9. Write or type the verse, then cut it apart. Put it together like a puzzle. 

10. If you enjoy music, think of a tune for the verse, and practice “singing” it.

11. Think of hand motions for the verse and “act out” the verse while you say it. 

12. This may sound silly, but it works! If you enjoy speaking in different accents, give yourself a British accent, or Scottish, etc. – or the accent of a favorite actress or actor – and practice saying the verse as if you were rehearsing for a play or movie.

13. Find a way to make the verse a prayer. For example, I can make Philippians 4:6-7 into this prayer: “Dear God, help me not to worry about anything. Help me to pray about everything. I know that I can tell you what I need. Thank you for everything you’ve already done. I need to have your peace, because it is more wonderful than my mind can understand! Please let your peace guard my mind and heart, Jesus.” (Praying scripture is powerful and will help to fill your mind with “things that are true...”) 

God bless you as you memorize His Word! When you have memorized a verse or two from the list, please write Sharing Hope and tell us! We will celebrate with you!

