[image: image1.png]N
N\

o~
éaﬁ/iy« r%/oe /”/k/&t/y

PO. Box 7160 = Amarillo Texas 79114





God’s Description of

Himself - Old Testament
In Exodus 34:6-7, we find God describing Himself to Moses at Mt. Sinai.  Read chapters 32-34 just to get the basic story.  

“I am the Lord, I am the Lord, the merciful and gracious God.  I am slow to anger and rich in unfailing love and faithfulness.  I show this unfailing love to many thousands by forgiving every kind of sin and rebellion.  Even so I do not leave sin unpunished, but I punish the children for the sins of their parents to the 3rd and 4th generations.” (Exodus 34:6-7, p. 120 of your Life Recovery Bible)
This statement is repeated, in whole or in parts, throughout the Old Testament.  It formed an ancient creed, or statement of faith as to just “who” and “what” God really is.  Let’s look at it word by word.

I am the Lord...the Lord...God.  In your Bible, whenever the word “Lord” is spelled with all capital letters, it means that the Hebrew word is Yahweh.  This was THE name revealed to Moses in Ex 3:1-17 (please read that passage).  The word basically means “he is” and implies absolute sovereignty.  God IS, He is a living God.  He is all-powerful and can do whatever He wishes.  In ancient thought, to know the name of a god (the name always had a meaning) was to give a person a certain power and privilege to call upon that god for personal favors.  In Exodus 3, no real meaning is given except the idea that THIS God is not one to be manipulated.  It is HIS will, not mine or ours.   God is a translation of the Hebrew el (pronounced as “ail” or “ale”).  El is an ancient Semitic term for the highest of gods, father of all other gods, and was used by most peoples of the Near East.  The combination of Yahweh El signifies that THIS God is THE God for all peoples, even though they don’t recognize the fact.

merciful.  The Hebrew word is pronounced rah-khoom.  A more accurate translation is “compassionate.”  The basic root word means “round” or “womb,” a place of protection and care; thus “caring, having compassion, feeling or empathizing with someone.” The Hebrew word denotes a mother’s love for her child, a physical and emotional tie, a complete under​standing.  It denotes a very deep and personal love.

gracious.  The Hebrew word is pronounce khah-noon.  The verb form means “to show favor.”  It expresses generosity, giving from the heart (in Old Testament thought, the heart is the seat of one’s will, not emotions.  Emotions came from ones kidneys, of all things!).  The word implies “standing well with” or to enjoy someone else’s favor.  Several times in Exodus 32-24, we find Moses saying, “If I have indeed found favor in Your sight...”  This involves an intimate relationship of trust; basically a “covenant relationship.”  Thus Moses reminds God of HIS covenant and that he (Moses) is part of that covenant commu​nity.  

slow to anger. The basic, literal meaning is “long of nose.”  Imagine an old man who is stroking his nose while he seriously thinks about something — the nose becomes longer and longer!  Proverbs​ 14:17 gives the opposite meaning: “Those who are short-tempered (literally, “short of nose”) do foolish things...”  The words imply EXTREME patience, self-control, a disciplined heart (remember, the heart is the center of one’s will).   When one is “long of nose,” one sits back and observes the situation; one thinks about it and looks at the situation from all angles. Thus, God’s anger or wrath is not a case of having a nasty or quick temper.  It is well thought out and is righteous and just.  God may get very angry very quickly, as Moses well knew, BUT He doesn’t act on that — rather, He thinks it through from all angles.  If God then decides to punish, it is a deliberate act, and is for redemptive, curative purposes.

Unfailing love.  The Hebrew word is pronounced khesed.  This word is variously translated as “loving kindness, faithful love, grace, mercy, goodness, devotion.”  It is used in the Old Testament over 250 times, but always of God.  There are 3 basic interacting meanings: strength, steadfastness, love.  This is the kind of love that maintains a relationship even when it isn’t to one’s advantage to do so.  It’s a bond of loyalty and commitment that goes far beyond what is actually required.  When used of God, it implies His covenant relationship with His people.  Spin-off: when one exhibits hesed, one is “righteous” and “does justice.”

Faithfulness.  The Hebrew word is pronounced eh-meth.  The word basically means something that cannot be shaken or dissolved or done away with, truth, rightness.  The verb form is “amen.”  Whatever else God is, He will not change — not on a whim, not for the sake of doing something new just for the heck of it.  God is faithful; He is true, consistent, trustworthy.

 Forgiving.  The Hebrew word literally means “to pick up and carry away.”  Today, we might use the word “erase.”  God takes away our iniquity, transgression, and sin.  The Life Recovery Bible just says “sin and rebellion,” but the Hebrew gives three classifications of wrongdoing:

Iniquity:
Hebrew ah-wohn.  An offense against God’s law.  This is yielding to temptation: an intentional action that one didn’t originally intend to do; not premeditated.  Can also mean guilt, punishment, suffering because of guilt.
Rebellion:
Hebrew pe-shah, This is an intentional, premeditated act in defiance of God’s law.  It can also mean faithlessness, apostasy — the direct opposite of hesed.
Sin:
Hebrew khaht-tah-ahth.  Like the New Testament word for sin, this Hebrew word was originally an archery term that means “to miss the mark.”  This word denotes a path or life-style that deviates from that which God requires.  These are inadvertent, unintentional actions and in many cases, one is unaware of committing a sin.

Punish.  Hebrew poh-kayd.  This word has a variety of meanings: to visit, inspect, review, number, be concerned about,

look after or attend, appoint, punish.  When used of God, it usually means a divine intervention in history, either for punishment or for salvation.

Personal reflection:


What has this word study taught you about God?


About yourself?


Using Exodus 34:6-7 as a basis, write down your thoughts about God. 

Knowing God a little better, how does that help you?

