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PHILIPPIANS – PART 3 



 CHAPTER 1:12-30

Paul’s Joy in the Midst of Difficult Circumstances

The Apostle Paul is writing this letter from prison in Rome. Paul had been traveling around cities, preaching that Jesus was the Son of God and that He had risen from the dead. This teaching stirred up trouble for the Roman leaders and also for the Hebrew teachers who did not believe in Jesus. The leaders did not want anyone else to take away their power, not even the Son of God or one of His preachers! So they warned Paul to stop preaching. Paul was sent by God to start churches and preach about Jesus, so he obeyed God, not man. He was arrested and put into prison. This must have been very sad and scary for all of the Christians and friends of Paul. In this letter, Paul is writing to tell them, “This is the bad news: yes, I’m locked up and don’t know how long I will be here. Maybe I will even be put to death. But here is the good news: God is still using me to preach about Jesus! Good things are happening, no matter how bad it looks!” Ask God to teach you as read Philippians today. 

On page 1433 of your Life Recovery Bible, find chapter 1, verses 12 – 19, under the words “Paul’s Joy That Christ Is Preached.” 

Read verses 12 – 14; then, find the answers to the questions and fill in the blanks.

1. In verse 12, what does Paul want the dear brothers and sisters to know? “…everything that has happened to me here has helped to __________________ the ____________  _________.”  

2. In verse 13, what does everyone know? “For everyone here, including all the soldiers in the palace guard, knows that I am _____  _____________ because ___________________________.”   (Even the soldiers in the Roman Emperor’s palace understood that Paul had not committed an ordinary crime. He was put into prison for his faith in Christ. Because Paul writes in verse 12 that being in prison has helped spread the Good News, we can assume that he has been telling the soldiers about Jesus! How do you think the soldiers felt about Paul?) 

3. Verse 14 tells of another good thing that has happened since Paul was put in jail:  “Because of my imprisonment, many of the Christians here have gained _______________ and become more _______ in telling others about ________.”

Read verses 15-19, then fill in the blanks.

4. Verse 15: “Some are preaching out of  _________________ and_____________. But others preach about Christ with ______________ motives.” (The word “rivalry” means “to be in a contest.” Maybe some of the preachers thought it was a contest to see who could preach to the biggest crowds or write the best sermon. But Paul says some Christians told others about Christ for the right, pure reasons.)

5. Verse 16: “They preach because ________  ________  ______, for they know the __________ brought me here to defend the ___________  _________.” 

6. In verse 17, what kind of ambition is causing some people to preach? __________

7. Why does Paul continue to rejoice in verse 18?  “…the fact remains that the _____________ about ___________ is being ______________, so I rejoice.”

8. Verse 19 tells another reason why Paul rejoices:  “For I know that as you ________ for me and as the _____________ of Jesus Christ __________ me, this will all turn out for my _________________.”  (He does hope to be released from prison, but we know from the rest of this letter that he is ready for anything. Whatever happens, he will be able to face it, because his strength and help comes from Jesus Christ. This help from Jesus will deliver Paul, even if he stays in jail.)

Read verses 20 – 25. 

9. No matter what happens, Paul never wants to do something that he would be ashamed of later. He wants to keep on being bold for Christ. In verse 20, he says that “my life will always __________ Christ, whether I __________ or I _________.”

10. Verses 21- 24 are some of the most well-known words of the Apostle Paul:  “For to me, living is _____  __________, and dying is even better. Yet if I live, that means _________ service for___________. I really don’t know which is____________. I’m torn between two desires: Sometimes I want to ________, and sometimes I __________ to go and _____  ________ Christ. That would be far better for me, but it is better for you that I _________.”  (If Paul lives, he is able to keep on helping others and, maybe someday, he will be with his friends again. But if his prison sentence ends in death, then he gets to be with Christ. Either way, he wins! This is real FAITH: You can know that life is worth living, because Christ loves you and has good things for you to do. But when God calls you home to heaven, that is great, too! Either way, you win!)

11. In verse 25, Paul says that they will grow and experience the ______________of their ___________. Joy is not the kind of happiness that comes and goes like a good mood. It is a deep, unchanging kind of happiness that sticks it out through hard times. Only faith in Jesus can give you joy, no matter what happens. Ask God right now to help you grow in your faith. Ask Him to fill you with joy. If you write down your prayer, you can read it again and again, and pray it every day. 

Read verses 27 – 30.

12. Verse 27 says: “But whatever happens to me, you must live in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ, as _________________  of  _________________.” (Christians don’t live in heaven yet, but that is where our true home is, and we can live in a manner that shows others that we love God and really belong to Him.) 

13. When Paul was writing this letter, it was dangerous to be a Christian. In verses 27- 30, he tells them to stand side by side, fighting for other people to hear the Good News about Jesus. He tells them not to be afraid of their enemies in this spiritual war – because God’s side is going to win! If you live like a Christian, you may also face danger or hard times. In verse 29 it says, “For you have been given not only the privilege of ______________ in Christ but also the _____________ of suffering for him.”  Being a Christian doesn’t mean that everything in your life will be easy. It means you have what a non-Christian doesn’t have: the joy of your faith, a reason for living, the strength to face whatever comes, and sisters and brothers in Christ who pray for you! May God bless you as you study the book of Philippians. 
