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PHILIPPIANS – PART 5 



 CHAPTER 2:12-30

Shine Brightly for Christ

Turn to page 1435 in your Life Recovery Bible.  Pray right now and ask God Himself to be your teacher. You will be reading the rest of chapter 2.  The apostle Paul tells the Philippian church members that they should be shining in a dark world. Then he gives examples of two men who have done that: Timothy and Epaphroditus.  

1.
Read verses 12 and 13. When Paul was visiting his friends and teaching them, they wanted to do what he said to follow God. He is now a prisoner in Rome, so he can’t be with them. But he says they should  “…be even more ____________ to put into action ________ saving work in your lives, __________ God with deep _______________ and fear.”

2.
Whatever you fear or respect the most will often take control of your life. If you fear what people think of you, you will be concerned about doing what another person wants you to do, instead of what God wants. But if you have a healthy fear and deep respect for GOD, you will want to obey and please Him. What have you done to please another person that did NOT please God? Write it here, then ask God to help you know how to obey Him first instead of other people. 




















3.
Maybe you’ve tried to obey God and failed. Read verse 13 and see where to find the power to obey. “For ________ is working in you, giving ________ the __________ to obey Him and the __________ to do what ________ Him.” God will help you WANT to do what is right, and then He will give you the POWER to do what is right, even if it is very difficult or very scary. So go ahead: believe in Him, trust Him, and ask Him! 

4.
Read verse 14 to find something that you can do today that will please God:  “In ____________ you do, stay away from ________________and _________________….”

5.
Wow! That’s a difficult rule to follow – many times we go through most of our day complaining and arguing, but God’s word says to “stay away” from that. Remember that GOD gives you the desire and power to obey, so right now think of a specific way that you can stay away from complaining or arguing. Write it down here, then ask God to give you the desire and power to obey Him for the rest of the day.  ___________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________

6.
Read verse 15 and fill in the blanks: “You are to live__________, innocent lives as ____________ of __________ in a  ____________ world full of _____________ and perverse people. Let your lives ____________ brightly before them.” 

7.
You have a choice: you can choose to live like a child of God in the light, or you can live like a crooked and perverse person in a dark world. Which way of life do YOU choose? Talk to God right now and write down anything you think He is saying to you about your own life. 
















 














8.
Put something in your Bible to mark your place in Philippians, then turn to page 1540 and find 1 John chapter 1, verses 5-7. These verses also talk about light and darkness. Read them and fill in the blanks:  “This is the message he has given us to announce to you: God is ______________ and there is no ____________ in Him at all. So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with ________ but go on living in spiritual_______________. We are not living in the ___________. But if we are _____________ in the light of God’s ________________, just as Christ is, then we have fellowship with each other, and the ________________ of Jesus, His Son, ____________ us from ___________ sin.”  

9.
How many sins does the blood of Jesus cleanse us from? ____________________________ Have you confessed every sin to God? ________________________

10.
Read verse 9. Because Jesus is faithful, what does He do when we confess our sins to Him? ________________________________________________________________________________

11.
These verses talk about “living in the light of God’s presence.” You can enjoy God’s presence by reading the Bible and talking to God in prayer, in a quiet place, alone with Him. All day long, you can also practice thinking about God and realizing that He is always with you. You can also worship and pray with other believers. Write a way that you will “live in the light of God’s presence” this week. 















 














12.
Now turn back to Philippians 2. Read verses 16-18. What does Paul say to do with the “word of life” (the scriptures and what they say about Jesus)?  



















 

13.
Remember that when Paul wrote this letter, he was in prison and waiting for a trial and possible execution for preaching the gospel. In verse 17, he says that even if he has to die, what will he do? ___________________________  And what should they do, if he has to die for preaching? (verse 18) ______________________  (Only when someone is living in the light, like a child of God, will they rejoice when they suffer. How are they able to do this? Because God gives them the desire and the power! )

14.
Read verses 19-24. Paul mentions Timothy at the beginning of the letter in verse 1, so we know that Timothy was visiting Paul while he was a prisoner, and helping him write this letter. Why does Paul say that Timothy is like a son with his father? (verse 22) _____________________________________ What is Paul hoping to do? ____________________________________________________________

15.
Read verses 25-30. Paul says he is going to send Epaphroditus to see them.  Paul calls Epaphroditus a “_____________ brother, a ________________ worker, and a ____________________ soldier.” (verse 25) 

16.
Epaphroditus had been a good friend and messenger to Paul while he was in Rome waiting for his trial. But Epaphroditus became ill and almost died. Verse 27 says he didn’t die because “God had _____________ on him – and also on me, so that I would not have such unbearable _______________.”

17.
How should they treat Epaphroditus when he arrives home and why should they do this? (verse  29-30) 












  














18.
Paul has described what it means to be a child of God, shining for others like a light in the darkness, living clean and innocent lives, not arguing or complaining, rejoicing even while suffering, and serving faithfully the way Timothy and Epaphroditus did. As you end your study today, use the scriptures from Philippians 2 and 1 John as a prayer for yourself:

“Thank you, Lord, that YOU are working inside of my heart. Keep on doing your saving work in me, giving me the desire to obey You. Give me the power to do what pleases You every day. Help me God, to stay away from complaining and arguing. Help me to live like a child of God. I don’t want to live a crooked or perverse life, stumbling in the dark. Jesus, I confess my sins to you. I want to be made clean from EVERY sin and wrong that I have done. Help me to be a source of light to those around me, shining in the darkness. Lord, even when my life is difficult, help me to have joy that comes from You. Dear God, I ask you to make me a true sister in Christ’s family, a faithful worker, and a courageous soldier fighting on Your side of the battle. I want to live in the light of Your Presence. In the name of Jesus, Amen.”

We, at Sharing Hope, are praying this prayer for you. God bless you as you study the Bible. Hold on tightly to the Word of Life!

