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 PHILIPPIANS – PART 11







     CHAPTER 4:15 - 23






     “My God will supply all your needs…”
Turn to page 1438 in your Life Recovery Bible. These verses contain the closing words of Paul’s letter to the Philippian Christians. He is thanking them for giving him gifts and remembering ways that they have been kind to him. Finally, he gives them some encouraging words about how God will meet all of their needs. These encouraging words are meaningful for your life, too. 

1. Begin your study with this prayer: “Thank you, God, for the words in this book and for the lessons I have learned from Philippians. Help me now to hear your voice. I ask your Holy Spirit to be my teacher. In the name of Jesus, Amen.” 

2. Read Philippians 4:15-17. In these verses, Paul is remembering when he was traveling as a missionary, preaching about Jesus. Who gave him financial help and showed him kindness? _________________________________________

3. Verse 15 says that he brought them “the Good News.” Paul mentions the Good News eight other times in this letter. Look back at the other chapters of Philippians and underline each time you find the words “the Good News.” Use a red pen or something that will be easy to see. In chapter 1, read verses 4-5, 7, 12-13, 16, and 27.  In chapter 2, read verse 22. In chapter 4, read verse 3. 

4. Now answer this question in your own words: what is the Good News?  _____________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________

5. We learn from Philippians that it is important to tell others the Good News of Christ’s love and His power to save from sins. Do you believe the Good News? Have you told anyone else about this Good News? The best way to share your faith is to simply tell someone else what difference it makes that you know and believe the story of Christ. Write a few sentences here telling how trusting Jesus can change your life. _____________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________

6.  Read verses 18 – 20. Fill in the blanks:  “At the moment I have all I need –_________than I need! I am generously ______________ with the _________ you sent me with Epaphroditus. They are a __________-_________________ sacrifice that is _______________ to God and _______________ him. And this __________  ________ who takes ___________ of me will ___________ all your ____________ from his glorious ____________, which have been given to _____ in Christ _________. Now ___________ be to God our ______________ forever and __________. Amen.”

7. Paul’s friend Epaphroditus has brought him the gifts that they sent. We don’t know if the gifts only included money or if they sent clothes, food, books, or something else to show kindness to Paul while he was in prison. Whatever kind of gifts they sent, Paul calls them a sweet-smelling ______________, pleasing to God. 

8. Nobody enjoys being around something that smells bad. Being selfish will make us “smelly” in the presence of God and other people, too. But when you gladly share with someone who has a need, you can imagine a sweet smell going up to God, as if you have lit an expensive candle or incense while you are worshipping Him. Ask God to show you today how you can show kindness to someone or share with someone. When will you do this kind act as a “sweet-smelling sacrifice” to the Lord? Write your plan here, and then do it! ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________

9. Read verse 19 and see what this same God, who took such good care of Paul, will do for you. What will God supply? _______________________________________________________________

10. If someone is poor, they don’t have much to give away. But God has “glorious riches” and he gives us everything we NEED! Maybe you have expected God to give you everything that you WANT. Ask Him now to help you see what your NEEDS are. Sometimes we only think of needing material things, such as money, houses, food, and clothes. But we have other needs, too. We also need friendship, love, forgiveness, and peace. God knows everything about your heart. He wants to give you great riches through your faith in Christ Jesus. You can pray and give your deepest needs to God! Write your prayer here or use another sheet of paper.  ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________

11. Read Paul’s final words in verses 21-23. He is sending them greetings from other Christians, “especially those who _______ in ______________ palace.” This means that even though Paul is in prison in Rome, he knows other Christians in the city. Even in the palace of the Roman “king” – the Caesar – there are people who know the Good News of Jesus! You may think that you are alone, but you have brothers and sisters in Christ who love you and pray for you. This is true even while you wait in jail or prison, like the Apostle Paul. Thank God for those brothers and sisters today. 

12. Fill in the blanks from verse 23:  “May the __________ of the Lord ________ Christ be __________ your __________.” As you finish your study of Philippians, that is our prayer for you! Thank you for studying the Word of God!
