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PHILIPPIANS – PART 6 



 CHAPTER 3:1-11
Knowing Christ is Worth More Than Anything Else!

Turn to page 1436 in your Life Recovery Bible and find Chapter 3 of Philippians. Before you start reading, be sure to pray and ask the Lord to help you learn from His word today.    

1.
Read verse 1, then fill in the missing words:  “__________________  happens, dear brothers and ________________, may the ____________ give you __________. I never get _________ of telling you this. I am doing this for your own ____________.”  

2. 
Paul is writing to his friends from prison. They don’t know what will happen to him in the future. Yet, here he is telling them, for their own good, that the Lord can give them JOY no matter what happens. For your own good, make this a prayer for yourself!  


“Lord, I don’t know what will happen in the future and sometimes that scares me. But right now I want to ask You to help me. No matter what happens, Lord, I want to have the JOY that comes from knowing You.” 


(Joy is different from happiness. Happiness is often determined by circumstances: something good happens and we feel happy! But joy is much deeper, much more lasting. Joy comes from the Lord and goes way down deep into your heart. Joy doesn’t depend on what happens, it depends on knowing God and loving Him. Joy is the deep feeling of peace and contentment that you have when you KNOW that God loves you and will never leave you, no matter what happens.) 

3. 
Read verses 2 & 3. These verses may seem confusing at first, but they are simply talking about something from Bible history. The Jewish people lived among other nations who worshipped idols instead of the one true God, so God gave them rules to follow to show that they were different and belonged to Him. One of those rules said that all Jewish boys must be circumcised. In Paul’s day, teachers were saying all men had to be circumcised, whether they were Jewish or not, or they couldn’t really be Christians. God never said this was true, so Paul calls these teachers “dogs,” “wicked men,” and “mutilators.” Find the words that will complete verse 3: “We put no _______________ in _______________ effort. Instead, we boast about what __________   __________ has done for us.” To be saved, to be a follower of Christ, we must have confidence in what Jesus did for us. Jesus saves us; we don’t save ourselves, no matter how many rules we follow. 

4. 
Turn to page 1434 and read Philippians 2: 5-11. Put into your own words what Jesus did for you:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. 
Now turn back to page 1436 and read what Paul writes about himself in verses 4-6, then answer these questions: When was he circumcised? _____________________________  What do the Pharisees demand? _____________________________________________ How carefully did he obey the Jewish law? ____________________________________

6. 
In verse 6 it says that he harshly persecuted the church. At one time, Paul did not believe in Jesus. He was called “Saul” then, and he arrested Christians and put them in jail! But when Jesus appeared to him, his whole life changed. Read this exciting story in Acts 9: 1-31, on pages 1037-1038. 

7. 
Even though Saul had done terrible things, what is he called in verse 15? _________________  ___________________________ Complete this sentence from verse 17: “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who ___________ to you on the road, has ____________ me so that you may get your __________ back and be _________with the Holy _____________.” 

8. 
Now turn to page 1309 and read “Step 1” on the right side of the page. The last paragraph says, “We can continue in ____________ and self-righteousness, or we can face the fact that we have been _____________ to some important issues. If we become __________ to be led into recovery and into a whole new _______ of _________, we will find true ____________.”

9. 
Ask God right now to open your eyes in the areas that you have been blind, and allow Him to lead you into this new life, based on His power, not your own. Write your prayer here or on another sheet of paper: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. 
On page 1436, read the rest of Philippians 3. Complete these verses: “Yes, everything else is _______________ when compared with the _____________ gain of ___________ Christ Jesus my Lord. I have _____________ everything else, counting it all as ___________, so that I may have Christ, and become one with Him. I no longer count on _____ own ______________ or my _____________ to obey God’s law, but I ____________ Christ to _________ me. For God’s way of making us right with Himself depends on ____________. As a result, I can __________ know Christ and experience the mighty ___________ that raised him from the dead.”

11. 
Now that you have filled in those blanks, read the verses back to yourself slowly, and think about what they mean to you, right now, TODAY!

12. 
Paul was an important man, but he was lost and blind until he met Jesus face to face. Then he knew that nothing else mattered without Christ. He also knew that his past sins were forgiven and that God had a whole new way of life in store for him. The power of Christ transformed his life! Your life will be transformed, too, as you obey His word. End your study with a prayer, thanking God for the “priceless gain” of knowing Jesus.

